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Erdogan wins yet another election despite corruption, clamps on personal freedoms, internet 
censorship, and devious and authoritarian use of his power. He got around 44 percent of 
the votes. There seems to be some foul play with elections. I believe it has been effective in 
swinging close races to his party, like in Ankara which Erdogan won by less than half a percent 
point, and in some other provinces, but I believe it does not fundamentally change the fact that 
Turkish voters pre-dominantly voted for him.
 
The second party – CHP, a curious mixture of social democrats and Kemalists, has won about 29 
percent with the National Party claiming about 16 percent.
 
One promising outcome seems to be the increase in the votes of the coalition of the Kurdish, 
Socialists, LGBT and other progressive actors in the political arena, BDP/HDP. They have 
received about 7 percent of the votes. This is promising for it foretells the possible increase 
of the coalition to above the outrageously high 10 percent of the votes needed to put MPs 
in the parliament. It would bring some color, and much needed wit to the dull, grey and 
claustrophobic atmosphere that looms in the parliament. This is one good outcome among the 
disastrous ones for the future of the Turkish political and social life in the up-coming years.
 
There are many points one can make about this outcome, some of which are very difficult to 
talk about without sounding condescending about both of the parties, AKP and CHP. And 
when you sound condescending, or even mildly sophisticated, it becomes bread, butter and 
more importantly block votes for Erdogan. No matter how vicious he gets, how brutal his police 
attacks the progressive movements in the society, he somehow always manages to sound like 
he is the victim. For him, it is easy as a,b,c to create votes from the claim that the traditional 
‘elites’ and ‘snobs’ and ‘enemies’ - read middle class, urban, relatively well-off, usually secular 
and more educated segments in the society, the people which seem like a good place to start 
building a real democracy - , of the ‘real people’ - read his constituency - , are the people 
responsible for all the evil that exists in the world of his supporters, who are ‘pious’ and ‘good’. 
He turns it into ‘Us’ and ‘Them’. ‘Good’ and ‘Evil’. Sounds familiar, no?

He knows and exploits the fact that while it might be difficult to make someone understand 
the subtleties of personal freedom and the necessity of checks and balances in a political 
system, everyone will understand and react if one believes one is slighted or snubbed. Erdogan 
mobilizes a curious mixture of raw aggression and pathological inferiority complex that feeds 
on real, perceived, calculated or imagined insults. A famous calculated one being that a pious, 
pregnant woman wearing an Islamic headscarf was brutally attacked and sexually abused 
by half-naked, leather gloved secular men during Gezi Protests. This was quite a sick and 
disturbing fantasy as we learned months later when the video footage of the imagined ‘abuse’ 
was leaked to the internet. Erdogan has no problems calling any group, whoever stands on 
his way, leftists, looters, atheists, anarchists, communists, traitors and terrorists, depending on 
his mood and the severity of claims made against him.  By the way, leftists, socialists, atheists 
may not be swear words for you and me, but for Erdogan, these are positions that have no 
place in his brave new Turkey. It is a reason to turn a deaf ear to their demands and complaints 
and more shockingly to turn a blind eye to their suffering. The educated urban youth feel like 
they do not exist in the eyes of the Turkish/Erdogan State, unless they are the targets of police 
brutality, that is. Erdogan was cold and cynical when he used the death of a 15 year old by 
a police gas canister aimed directly at his head, to rally his supporters against the mourning 
mother, the day after the funeral. He accused the family of raising terrorists. 
It really does seem at times, that he has compassion – real or calculated, anyone’s guess, only 
for the pious Muslims and that only if they are Sunnis.



Another disturbing point is that AKP has no vested interest in increasing the dismal level of 
education an average Turk receives. Statistically, educated Turks do not vote for AKP. Although the 
Turkish economy is thriving and the country ranks 60th among 199 countries in terms of purchasing 
power per person, years of schooling in the country is 6.5 years - 127th among the 199 countries 
mentioned above. http://hdr.undp.org/en/data  It is rather in the interest of AKP to keep education 
low and possibly substitute religious schooling instead. This does not bode well for the future of 
the country. It seems like the interest of AKP lies in mobilizing the regressive parts of the society 
financially upwards while maintaining their low education levels, gender inequality and intellectual 
curiosity.  We are already witnessing an explosion of violence against women, kitsch aesthetics and a 
celebration of vindictive vulgarity in public spaces and the popular media. And when you say or write 
this opinion in Turkey, you are one of the ‘elite’, the ‘snob’, the one who has no respect for ‘the real 
people’.
 
There are of course, historical and social reasons for Erdogan’s success, but that is clearly beyond 
the intensions of this essay and possibly way beyond my capabilities and knowledge. But as things 
stand now, we are looking at more oppression, corruption and Erdogan’s new assault on the control 
of all the mechanisms of the State. We are in trouble. All of us. Us and Them. Whichever you believe 
yourself to be.

This will be a long struggle for the citizens of Turkey to keep our basic human rights, freedom and 
dignity. It can go both ways.

Beware of  demagogues, wherever you are.


