
Please meet Ozge Akbulut 
A woman who engages for women (amongst others) 
 
Ozge Akbulut is one of these women who inspire me. She is 33 years old, has a 
6 year old son, a doctorate in material sciences from MIT, and, in December 
2013, she created her start-up in Istanbul. She is bedecked with distinctions, 
such as the European Marie Curie Reintegration Grant, a fellowship by 
L’Oreal (L’Oreal/ Unesco Turkey Women in Science Fellowship) and is the 
beneficiary of numerous grants, notably by The Scientific and Technological 
Research Council of Turkey, and this one until 2016. Ozge Akbulut’s start up 
is also supported by another of these women who inspire me: Ahu Serter, who 
has recently created in Istanbul a platform for women entrepreneurs, ARYA. 
 
Ozge Akbulut was in Geneva last week, at EPFL (where her thesis supervisor 
from MIT now works), and CHUV to present her creation: an innovative 
tactile surgical model allowing surgeons, medical students and all those who 
operate breasts, vessels, skin, lungs…  (Initially breasts because one in eight 
women are diagnosed with breast cancer) – could exercise their hands, their 
gaze, their scalpels, their sutures, and thus ameliorate their performance. This 
model is as close as possible to human tissue and will hence provide an 
important tool for advancement in the amelioration of the quality of surgery.  
 
Furthermore, Ozge Akbulut takes many paths to market her products, 
including the path of art, working, among others, with Ece Budak a young 
Turkish artist who sculpts breasts…breasts, breasts again, always breasts!  
 
À propos Ozge Akbulut, Francesco Stellacci, Professor at l’EPFL, states:  
“Ozge is one of the most energetic person I know, she fills the room with 
enthusiasm and positive attitude, as one of her mentors I have to say that I 
have always thought she was on a fast track for success”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


