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M A.E L 

Is a collective…
a collaboration between two 
artists passionate for art, 
history, fashion and roaming 
around while drinking coffee 
with artisans listening to and 
then telling their stories.



This project tells stories.
 
Intertwined stories of women like 
birds in a cage waiting for what’s next, 
women crossing countries, crossing 
seas because of a revolution that 
put their country on pause or simply 
destroyed it. 

Before the war, these women were 
dressmakers, weavers, textile 
manufacturers for local sourcing and 
for the many tourists visiting. Their 
stories, their extraordinary will and 
resistance are the base of this project.

Les Femmes de Souf brings us on the 
road between three countries and two 
continents with one central thread: 

The souf or wool in english…



Om Ayman – Om Ahmad

Geneva – Om Ahmad and Om Ayman both fled 
the devastated city of Aleppo to seek refuge in 
Switzerland. One arrived with thirteen family 
members and found shelter with her family while 
the other crossed many countries sometimes by 
boat, sometimes by foot with her husband and 
their two teenagers. 

Now without a job to provide for their family, 
they are waiting on a possible permit that would 
give hope and a future to their children. 
Om Ayman and Om Ahmad started knitting souf 
to provide their family with warm clothes for the 
colder months and to share their story through 
our eyes. 

Monia – Doja – Salma 

Tunis - In a country that is passing through its 
most difficult social and economical period, 
where the revolution became an involution, 
Monia, Doja and Salma decided to take back their 
knitting machines, their knitting needles, and to 
share their know-how transmitted and practiced 
for decades. 

THE PEOPLE





For our first collaboration we decided to 
concentrate on ready to wear: Peplum 
and cropped tops, oversized knit, coats 
and dresses. 
Everything is designed in Geneva and 
produced between Geneva and Tunis. 
In Geneva everything is hand knitted, 
while in Tunisia we have half the 
production hand knitted and the other 
half produced with small wool knitting 
machines.

THE PRODUCTS









We are using superior quality wool imported 
from France.
Each of the models is uniquely made and only 
a limited quantity will be available. This is a 
way for everyone to share a different piece of 
history with us and the beautiful people that 
crossed our paths, touched and troubled us. 

Some of our pieces will be “outsiders” from the 
collection and all the benefits from their sale 
will go to Christmas gifts for the Syrian kids in 
Geneva. 









We engaged with these special and 
skilled people to allow them to let free 
their words, to tell their stories through 
the art they love, through their hands. 
We helped them in reconstructing and 
crystallizing memories by designing 
contemporary pieces of history that can 
be worn and which we can be proud of. 
Their stories blended with ours, we take 
the opportunity of emphasizing the 
important conversation on slow fashion, 
producing and consuming fashion 
thoughtfully as a means to empower 
women, to empower artisans and to 
shed light on their rich stories, on their 
art and on their colors. Paying respect 
to the past, questioning the present and 
creating the future. 





Facebook: lesfemmesdesouf
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Ammane Kaadan Maya |  +41 78 708 31 80
Leferink Evelyna |  +41 78 815 29 34


