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Driven by the joy of sharing art and beauty, the art lover Mia Rigo and the 
the Rigo-Saitta Collection organized in Pietrasanta, on August 19, a 
conversation with four artists entitled “Artists in search of (lost) time”. The 
title and the theme of this conversation were inspired by Marcel Proust, by 
the revival of lost times in contemporary life and art – and by the work of 
the US-based, Canadian artist Conrad Bakker and of three more artists, 
Loris Cecchini, Jason Dodge and Giovanni Ozzola.  

The four artists in conversation, who continuously shape thoughts and 
intentions into objects, painting, editions… with their own individual 
“poiesis”, shared their work processes and current passions: books and 
rocks for Bakker; “worlds in a shell” and incentives to look high for 
Cecchini; translations by artists in multiple languages of selected poetry for 
Dodge; and the revival of traces left and forgotten, between light and night 
– I was here – even if that “here” was a lost “nowhere”, for Ozzola.  

The four artists also discussed the complex relation of time and space in 
their work of art. For each of them, the time involved in the “making of” is 
an important part, whether that time is essentially their time as for Bakker 
and Ozzola, or involves the time of others, as for Cecchini of Dodge. Then 
the conversation evolved towards more political aspects of the artists’ 
poetic work, inasmuch any creative work embodies political choices. For 
Jason Dodge, even putting bred on a table is a political gesture – and so is 
his work on the complexity of language, a statement in favor of “linguistic 
immigration”. For Conrad Bakker, the time given to the crafting and 
painting of his sculptures, which he creates all by himself, is an important 
political statement: production belongs to each of us and not solely to 
industry. Loris Cecchini, by constructing alternative spaces, leads people to 
relate to public spaces – and to the cosmos – in a more sensorial, personal 
way, in a way similar that Giovanni Ozzola leads people to reconsider 
their individuality and existence in the light of the traces of those who once 
were here.  



The four artists in conversation share a sense of “suspended time”, wok on 
the poetry of the everyday and get the viewers to consider the space 
between objects and words. Conrad Bakker quotes Proust: Love is space 
and time as measured by hearth, and The Heart never lies. One of the 
participants then raised the issue of quotation: how should the art world 
acknowledge the books and the borrowing of existing poetry. The answer 
for that interesting question was that poetry never suffers to be quoted and 
used and told, translated, repeated and carried over. Poetry will save the 
world, if we give it sufficient time… 

________________________________________________________________ 

This conversation was organized in collaboration with Galleria Continua, 
Galleria Franco Noero, Analix Forever Moving Art and Moi & Toi.  
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